: Division(s) affacted: Wantagas mRural

o AGENDA ITEH TW1O

o Eavironmental Committee

IRAFFIC & WORKS SUB-COMMITTER — 22 FERRUARY 1596 RECEHVED
; ROAD CLOSURE — FORD TANE, RAST HENDRED 19 FEB 1998

Report by County Engioeer

Introductisn

1. An application haa been received under Section 117 of the Highways Act

1280 for the cCounci] te apply to the Magistrates to make an Crder - .

sTopping up with regervation arf bridleway rights the area of FParg {alsc
known as Fordy) TLane, East Hendred shown hatched og the attached plan
no. 935/G103. This closure and associated turning area would enable a
condition attached to a planning consent for residential development tao

be met. The Section 117 apolication is from the prospective developer,
Berkxeley Homes Led.
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_ 2. Ford Lane is narrow and twisty, dropping from Cat Street in the north to '
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retaining in thelr place
't

the origin
Couracy

@ Stream pear the access to ‘Riduna’ and riging again to Church Street | ) .g
PO : in the south. This poor alignment was recognised by Berkshire County :' \%;%\‘
- - Council (highway authority until 1974) who in 19&5 made a traffic = o
Y . requlation order (TRQ) cloeing the lane to vehicular traffic, except for “—'g;
aCCEsSs To frontage properties, at the point identified by a solid black -’g?ﬂ:_
= . line on plan No 935/c103. Local complaints allege that this TRO is being EE%‘_‘
=t Z. igrnored (the degree ig not known) causing proble.is for +those. legally E_E_E
P u: abie to use the lane meladitg children and parents going to and fram '-,'i_'lgi?"
The Hendreds Scheol. (The TRO permitrsa vehicular access to the schocl., ) g_gd%
= 3. In 1995 planning permission was graated (By toe Vale of White Herse S ,3' s
o - _%i} TDistrict Councily for two houseg in the garden of Ridupa’ which will :§§§
C take access onto Ford Lane. The highway suthority consultation response "Z’g"ggﬂ'j.
by your officers when the application was made was a recocamendation of ﬁg‘@c [
refusal on highway satery grounds, but included a Proviza that if the ; Ll geER
lane was cloged at a Particular point to vehicular traffic with turning ; : ?g}.\-g'\;g_;"
areas either gide, “he objection would bhe oSvercons. TEi2 became a -_3-._-=a:f$_
condition of the consent except for the requirement for a turning area ! il s 3-_' 2.
on the scutk side of the closure, which the Digtriect Council decided +ta ' E;-;
omit. L YT REE
- -
4, The applicaticn which has nox been recalvad under Section 117 of the P = : "'-SFF-E:
Highways Act 1985 g rfor the cCouncil to make application to tha - -"_E;"Zg:
Hagistrates for gn order under Section 116 which wenld extinguigh 5?3",9
vehiculay rights Fermanehtly acrass the hatched area shown on the plang, é’i‘_:
but without affscting Pedestrians, cycliats or horseriders. Provigion el

is made in Sectien 117 for the highway authority to charge the applicant
far a1l reasonahle cosis aggociated with the application to the
Magistrates but not £or any further castg o éxpenses incurred as g
congsquence of -@king the order. 1p thia situation the authority has o
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A a2 to whether O oot tg z
there ig no right of appeal .

PPly for the grdar and if it decides
oot to

consultationg

A consultation exercige has heep undertake
views of other Councils, BEility Companies, amenity
SMEIGENCY aervices. Gf the 331 letters geonr 24
received and only two ¢f these ars objectieons. The
reply inecluded a 7Q =i

gnature petiticp in favour of the
af 311 the raplies ¢an he 3220 in the Membery

aAnswers have bean
Parigh Councilrg

closure. pa copy
Resource Centra.,

legve the lane ;g fnecassary for these who
live in the Southern part of Fordg Lane {although na cne from there hag
@b jected, ) BET belisve the axis

it clearly gpermits

selective aCcegy
€7% te mhe schoal 28

including acc described zbove.

Evaluating
—_——neLlin

A Section 115 Order ecap
highway ig undecessary or that it can he diverted szo as to make it
n2Irer or more Commodicus to the public. There ig IO ‘nearer or more

diversion hera, so the highway cauiq crnly be Stopped up if
ed to the satisfaction of the Hagistrates to be unnecesaary.

only be made on the grounds that either the

it were prov

- 8k _present o any-extent. - Such use occurs
_“in-_Eardr-iaHE}‘ as 3 s
Moreover, a Section 17
mesns of vehicular RCCess between +he forthern apd southern lalves of
East Sendreg and praveni direct access ta the schowl f£rom the nozth,
This could Create a problem for -esidents and the school shaald the
ether means of

«CCe8s, the High Street, need to bhe clozad terporarily
for whatever I2ason in the future,

ing TRO so as +o move the poipt
to remove the access exemprion, leaving the
lane aviilahle Lo vehicles ag a through route only in an Smergency. (A
TRQ can he temporarily Suspended at any time to cater for emergancies, )
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they would cortribute directly to an improvement

in recad safety,
followirg economies in bLoth budget and ataff resources for thig
activity. The lztter consideration has made it difficult to accommodate
Ppreposals far TROs

RN
. R =X

The particular factors which apply in this case to Suyest that a TrRO “\_'__-'-."__g E_:

should be promcted, subject to 100% funding by the developer, are:- EE

E—— o)

{8} planning permiasion has been granted on the premise that the lane % Eg -
will Dbe cloged to through vehi-sular traffic clcse to the R S L
development site - failure to do g would render the development ' E%“{ i
access particularly dangerous; - E%%‘E :

. ooB e gy
c R . e ==ty

§=3 the existing TRO is incapable af acoieving the same-purpose, and ..Ei:-“-'g’-:'-l: :
18 beliiaved to be increasingly ineffective in limiting wehicular E:;:T =
use of the lane; D=

. : =.{E-—5'=m','

fc) there would be a general safety benefit for pedestrian, cyclists : c e
and squegtriang, Particularly for children going to and from : §_‘§n*%
schocl aleng the lane; ©on fanp

! ek

{d} thera is clea: widesoread  local Suppor: for the principle of | DO | nkf o
closure which, if undertaken by TRO, appears Llikely £o be b R .f?;?fgfg
accepiable to bhoth bodies which have objected to the idea of a e EFE-E;
Section 116 closure. L EE B

o HAF RS

Environmental ‘Implicaticns S Eo Q‘?ﬂ

Whilst redusing in Forg Lane, traffic levels will increase marginally in . - I DS O

Higk 3treet, Church Street and Orchard Lane, and the environmental Coe AT

effects will therefore be neutral. - 2ER

"33‘3&
Financial and Staffing Implications ok o]

e

. o
L W O
Tiigeé
All the costs associated with the TRD would have to be met by the L g"’gj K
applicant.  Purther technical and legal work will have to be contained o _g‘ﬁ. By
within existing starf resources. ’ e -.'g"j-g"g;._'
fmolications for People Living in Poverty ' -:—g_ﬁfﬁ‘
N Ry
There are no direet implications for those living inp poverty. ~-q!:.g"-
C. 'mdm Rl
o S X
B8E
RECOMMENDATTONS Lk _.:,“__2'3'3.
en L B
It is RECOMMENDED that: R =
i
{a) '

the application under Section 117
refused oa +the grounds that is
Lo prove lack of necessity
of Section 116 of the Ack;

of the Highways Act 1980 be =
appears unlikely tp be peeaible
of the highway within the strick terms

TW.FEB2296R14
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'—"'—‘"BI"M""""?’W’_ ___..._.....

assoGiaced with i Traffic

Regulation Creder [mc:lud.mg the cost of staff time} are
l met by the appliecant;

2% J“"hla‘-u"‘k“.-::‘

cocmplete Ea_lﬂfaﬁ'iﬁﬁ of the OCounty Engiacer with all
cosEs bejing met by the apeliczobt; and

RN L T - i

{3) the clogure is de

e T e

T DT e T el

[ - |.-..N-'h.'£'g A e R

met by £he applicant;

County Enginesr

Background parsers: 2Application for closure from Berkelay Homes, Ionsultation
letter dated 15 December 1995 and replias of consultees.

Contact Qfficer:

8 February 1596
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